
APPENDIX 4 

Recipient: Heywood in Bloom 

Project: Festival of Flowers & Town Centre Planter 

Fund: Town Centre Fund 

Awarded: £3,918.10 & £1,800 

Heywood In Bloom is a group that aims to promote the conservation, protection and 
improvement of the physical and natural environment.  Members of the group are interested 
in encouraging local people to help improve their town through gardening.  Each year 
Heywood in Bloom organises and supports Heywood’s entry in to the North West in Bloom 
competition that aspires to encourage the improvement of our surroundings through the 
imaginative use of trees, shrubs, flowers and landscaping.  It also aims to achieve a litter free 
and sustainable environment.  Communities from across the North West are required to 
demonstrate their ability to create and maintain attractive environments that benefit residents 
and visitors alike. 

Heywood’s Festival of Flowers project created an attractive display of 45 hanging baskets 
along Church Street, Market Street and York Street.  Small businesses in Heywood came 
together to discuss and get involved in the project.  Shops were encouraged to add to the 
displays themselves with more planting to enhance their frontages and make their premises 

“The wider community have continued to 
remark on `how well looked after` 
Heywood is.  Local residents have been 
encouraged to take more responsibility 
for their area.  More `pride of place` has 
resulted from the attractive planting 
spreading out across the Town” 
Ellen Wintle-Yates 
Chair 

Heywood in Bloom 



more attractive to customers.  The hanging baskets will be replanted by Heywood in Bloom 
members each spring so the Festival of Flowers will continue for years to come. 

A replacement planter has created an attractive display adjacent to the Phoenix Centre and 
overlooking the main road.  This planter with its four tiers filled with beautiful seasonal 
flowers in the vicinity of L/Cpl Stephen Shaw M.C. Way and Pte Anthony Palmer V.C. 
Parade, and also adjacent to the Memorial Gardens creates a feature that recognises the 
importance of this dedicated area in the town centre. 

Heywood in Bloom presented the town at its best when the judges from North West in Bloom 
arrived on 15 July 2015.  Some of the many sites in Heywood to benefit from the group 
working with local businesses, the community and individual gardeners were TOPS Business 
Centre, Smethurst Street Community Garden and Roeacre Court sheltered housing scheme, 
the Phoenix Brewery, Heywood Railway Station, local authority parks, a sensory garden at 
the Phoenix Centre and an allotment on Hornby Street to be cultivated by the Harwood Park 
Primary School.  The judges visited 21 sites in the town, eight of which were to be entered 
for the Royal Horticultural Association ‘It’s Your Neighbourhood’ award which recognises 
effort put into schemes and improvements.  Heywood in Bloom achieved a Silver-Gilt in the 
Royal Horticultural Society’s North West in Bloom 2015 awards and Heywood gained a total 
of eleven awards and they plan to build on that success for their entry in 2016. 



“This group was set up for people who ‘can’t 
cook won’t cook’ and now they are all having a 
go. One client made a cheese and onion pie 
for his Mum and she was so delighted that 
apparently she cried” 
Louise Kershaw 
Centre Manager 

Crimble Croft Community Centre 

Recipient: Crimble Croft Community Centre 

Project: Kitchen Kapers 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £229.93 

Crimble Croft Community Centre provides activities and services to a wide cross section of 
local people.  Working in partnership with the local authority, voluntary and other 
organisations, the centre aims to advance education and to provide facilities in the interests 
of social welfare for recreation and leisure-time with the object of improving the conditions of 
life for the inhabitants of Heywood.  Crimble Croft Community Centre has pre-school, junior 
and senior youth groups, a luncheon club, children’s holiday club, after school club, adult 
education, groups for children with special needs, cookery classes for adults with special 
needs, wellbeing art classes and fitness sessions. 

Kitchen Kapers is a group established to support people with mental health issues or special 
needs with the tasks to prepare a simple, healthy meal in a socially inclusion environment.  
The grant funded kitchen equipment to support the cooking sessions and provided group 
members the opportunities to learn new skills, build confidence and enhance their home 
lives.  Group members enjoy the whole process of preparing, cooking and eating the meals 
they have made together and feel empowered to experiment with recipes and cooking 
techniques. 

“We gather around a large group table 
and discuss the recipe of the week and 
how it ties into the theme. This works 
on recall of how we did things last 
week.  We do a lot of talking and 
sometimes you have to shout over one 
another!” 
Collette, Brian & Steve 



“The tutor asks what we need to do 
before we cook and then we all wash our 
hands. This reviews basic hygiene and 
following a sequence.”  Ted 

“We talk about the ingredients we collect 
for the recipe. Last week we did a ‘touchy 
feely’ exercise and tried to describe how it 
feels to touch certain vegetables 
(mushrooms are great for dialogue).  We 
also share hints and tips about how to 
overcome problems such as, how to stop 
your eyes watering when chopping 

onions.”  Collette 

“We follow the recipe from our handbooks. 
There are two things we always try to 
include: some kind of switch activated 
appliance and something we can count 
like stirring or spreading. We have been 
learning how to safely use the blender, 
food processor, grinder, mixer or battery 
operated flour sifter. Throughout the 
activity we use lots of different appliances 
and ask lots of questions -drives Mandy 
bonkers!”  Christine 

“The best part of the course, for me, is 
at the end of the day when we eat 
what we cook and we also get to take 
home the left overs.  I love the look on 
my mum’s face when she sees what 
I’ve made in class!”  Steve 

http://teachinglearnerswithmultipleneeds.blogspot.com/2009/10/another-way-to-switch-adapt-cooking.html
http://teachinglearnerswithmultipleneeds.blogspot.com/2009/10/another-way-to-switch-adapt-cooking.html


“The group were very pleased with their 
exhibitions and many took family and friends 
to see their work” 
Kerry Bertram 
Wellbeing Project Coordinator 

Cartwheel Arts 

Recipient: Art & Soul 

Project: Festivals & Colour 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £2,470 

Art & Soul are a user led art and support group for adults who have experienced mental 
health problems.  Activities are delivered within the local community to breakdown barriers 
between differing experiences of mental health issues.  The group provides a creative 
environment that allows members to express themselves and improve their emotional 
wellbeing through a shared interest in art.  The aims of the group are to reduce social 
isolation, engage people in positive activities, reduce stigma, increase the understanding of 
mental health in the wider public, increase peer support networks, give people ownership of 
their wellbeing and increasing confidence. 

Cartwheel Arts were engaged to project manage Art & Soul activities and they delivered a 
project titled Festivals, and combined this project with a match funded project to cover the 
additional theme of ‘colour’.  The group responded well to the theme of Festivals and Colour. 
The Emotional Support Worker provided books and information sheets and these enabled 
different members to engage with the themes in different ways.  She confirmed working on 
the small coloured squares seemed to generate a lot on interesting work quite quickly.  One 
member started to really explore with block colour and collage.  On the last week of the 
project, one member was encouraged to be creative and supported to make a series of 
greetings cards on the computer.   This member of the group remained engaged for a great 
deal of the session and asked for help; something they struggle with usually. 

The art work produced was exhibited at Darnhill Festival and Heywood Sports Village for a 
period of 3 months.  At Heywood Sports Village the work was shown alongside images from 
Darnhill Festival and showed links between different community activities in the area.  Further 
work was exhibited at Communitea rooms in Rochdale, showcasing the work across the 
borough.  Since these exhibitions, two new members have joined the group after being 
inspired by the art work. 

Overall the group had a good atmosphere and responded well to the theme/s according to 
the Wellbeing Project Coordinator from Cartwheel Arts.  Festivals allowed the group to 
discuss community events that they might not usually attend and the theme was positively 
interpreted by all.  Colour was useful as it engaged people in different ways; from the visual 
response to pure colour, mixing, limiting palettes in new ways and the technical side of colour 
theory. 





“The parade again this year was 
exceptional, the stage entertainment 
and the number of stalls in the park 
proves that this event is once again 
growing” 
Steve Brown 
Chairman 

Heywood Charities Fete 

Recipient: Heywood Charities Fete Committee 

Project: Heywood Charities Fete 2015 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £2,815.60 

Heywood Charities Fete aims to develop and improve community involvement by 
encouraging as many local community and voluntary groups as possible to participate in the 
annual event.  Opportunities are created for community organisations to fund raise for the 
benefit of the Heywood community at the Fete with stalls or providing activities. 

The Fete on 6 September 2015 provided a parade and a range of entertainment throughout 
the day that celebrates tradition and community heritage, and promotes community spirit.  
Heywood Charities Fete Committee were awarded a grant to contribute to workshops, stage 
sound system, parade music, the dog agility show and children's entertainment.  Participants 
raised much needed funds for their projects, provided information on the support they offer 
and showed off their skills.  The audience for the event in Queen’s Park and the parade was 
approximately 3,000 people and they were entertained by 32 floats/groups walking who 
participated in the parade themed on fairy tales and nursery rhymes, and 42 park attractions 
including classic cars, circus acts, dance performances, a dog show and bands. 

Heywood’s annual celebration for local worthy causes emulated the success of past events 
with the streets lined with people to enjoy the parade and joining in the fun provided by the 
many attractions in Queen’s Park. 





 

“So many people from all ages and 

backgrounds came together to enjoy and 

make the event such a happy, pleasurable 

experience” 

Christian Atkinson 
Creative Director 

Music Street 

Recipient: Music Street 

Project: Monkey Business Festival 2015 

Fund: Events Fund 

Awarded: £1,887 

Music Street is a non for profit voluntary organisation established to advance the arts, 
heritage and culture in the community.  Education, support and advice is available to provide 
opportunities for local artists and musicians.  In addition to staging a number of indoor 
concerts and open mic jam nights, Music Street have organised three free festivals in the 
borough; the Deeply Dale Festival in Cronkeyshaw and two Monkey Business Festivals in 
Queen’s Park, Heywood that enable local and original artists to be appreciated in their home 
town. 

Music workshops are held weekly at The Recovery Republic Well Being Centre to provide an 
opportunity for people to get involved in group activity with therapeutic benefits.  These 
sessions include learn music theory, song writing techniques and guitar lessons for 
beginners.  Support given to local musicians includes promoting their gigs and music 
releases, producing compilation CDs, organising events and open mic nights and offering 
affordable rehearsal space. 

The Monkey Business Festival was a family friendly free music festival held in Queen’s 
Park, Heywood on 24 May 2015 that helped raise awareness of local services and groups.  
Recovery Republic and Friends of Queens Park benefited from the promotion of the 
facilities, services and resources they offer to local people.  Heywood musicians had the 
opportunity to perform their own music in front of their families, friends and the local 
community and promote the vibrant music scene developing in Heywood and an appreciate 
of the arts in a beautiful park.  The grant awarded contributed towards crowd safety 
barriers, portable toilets, security, PA system, face painting and publicity.  Music Street 
acquired new skills from the event, predominately in planning and organising a festival on 
such a scale. 

This one day festival promoted and celebrated some of the best acts in Heywood and on 
the local scene.  The artists who played the Monkey Business Festival have seen wider 
exposure for their talents amongst people in the community with a programme produced 
detailing the artists and further afield as the event was filmed and uploaded to Youtube.   

Music Street report the feedback and knock on effects of the festival have been very 
positive and they have seen a rapid upsurge of collective ideas that have influenced a great 
many people, organisations and services that will surely benefit the community long into the 
future. 



“…so many varied local and original artists coming together and playing a diverse 
range of styles to an appreciative audience.  The most pleasing thing was to witness 
first-hand the evident spirit and camaraderie amongst everyone involved with the 
project” 
Christian Atkinson 
Creative Director 

Music Street 



“I like meeting friends at the club.  We  

do a variety of things together.  It is very 

enjoyable” 

Mary Slingo 
Member 

Monday Community Club 

Recipient: Monday Community Club 

Project: Monday Community Club Activities 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £239.98 

Monday Community Club offers the local community an opportunity to socialise and to 
participate in activities such as quizzes, bingo, indoor bowls, guest speakers and trips.  The 
group meets every fortnight on a Monday morning with many of the members from the local 
elderly community. 

The club wished to enhance the activities for its members, especially for those members with 
visual and hearing impairment and attract new members.  The grant enabled the club to 
purchase a supply of bingo tickets, resources for producing quiz materials and meeting 
notices, new mugs plus leaflets to promote the club within the local area.   

All members are provided a timetable of forthcoming activities and tickets are printed to aid 
their memory.  Bingo and the quizzes are popular activities and provide benefits to the club 
members as they can improve the mental agility of older people and helps them sustain 
concentration for longer.  The varied social activities aim to enhance the quality of life of local 
elderly club members. 



Recipient: Bamford Road Allotment Society 

Project: Bamford Road Allotment regeneration and disabled access beds 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £5,000 

Bamford Road Allotment Society provides a self-managed allotment site and supports 
members in the pursuit of gardening as a recreation and promotes health, education and 
community fellowship.  The benefits of allotment gardening are fresh air, home grown 
produce that can supplement a family’s weekly shop with fresh fruit and vegetables, 
creating habitats for wildlife, providing a good form of exercise, learning new skills and an 
opportunity to socialise and build a camaraderie with like-minded people. 

The regeneration of the Bamford Road Allotment site involved the provision of raised beds 
with hard standing areas to improve accessible for people with disabilities and children who 
will be encouraged to learn about growing food.  A concrete pathway was created from the 
gate to the raised bed area and trees were removed and thinned at the perimeter/west of 
the site and improvements made to the habitat with the planting of smaller attractive trees 
and wildflowers. 

The improvements to Bamford Road Allotment site have encouraged visits from the 
Cherwell Centre service users and Stroke Club.  The society aims to co-operate with 
groups and organisations with a view to increasing the provision of allotments and 
enhancing standards and facilities. 

“…there is a benefit to all who see the 

site.  We have been able to attract people 

who can now take advantage of our 

facilities” 

Ian Robinson 
Chair person 

Bamford Road Allotment Society 



“….a great success with approximately 

300 people attending the event and this 

has led to an even greater awareness of 

the centre and the activities/services 

available” 

Carl Cruise 
Development Manager 

Recovery Republic CIC 

Recipient: Recovery Republic CIC 

Project: Recovery Republic CIC 3rd Year Anniversary Awareness 

Fund: Events Fund & Projects Fund 

Awarded: £1,200 

Recovery Republic is a community wellbeing centre located in Heywood that provides an 
extensive range of peer supported activities; educational, social, therapeutic and 
developmental which promote health and wellbeing for people, primarily Heywood 
residents, in recovery (ie post treatment) at a specialist designed/purpose built centre. 

The anniversary awareness event was staged on Saturday 25 July 2015 at Recovery 
Republic's community wellbeing centre.  The event aimed to raise awareness of the range 
of services and activities available to the local community from Recovery Republic and Little 
Monkey's Children's Charity with an emphasis on mental health and recovery support from 
Pathways alcohol and drugs service 'Big Life', Rochdale and District Mind and Lets Talk 
Partnership.  Health trainers, local dentists, Rochdale Boroughwide Housing, PCSOs and 
other agencies were available to offer advice.  Children were engaged through activities 
such as face painting, a bouncy castle, juggling, a special appearance by Queen Elsa from 
Disney’s Frozen, arts and crafts and other activities with a focus on informal and 
educational sessions.  Music provided at the event provided an opportunity for local bands 
and singers to showcase local talent from Heywood.  The event achieved a general 
atmosphere and feeling of goodwill throughout the day. 

Recovery Republic has experienced a noticeable increase (over 200%) in the number of 
referrals to their wellbeing assessment and activities, Let’s Talk assessments, benefits and 
debt advice and guidance services as a result of increased awareness. 



“It was really amazing and it helped me 
think about my career..about what I 
want to become” 
Year 9 Student 

Borough Skills Event 2015 

Recipient: Rochdale Council/Inspired Spaces/Rochdale Development Agency 

Project: Borough Skills Event 2015 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £500 

The Borough Skills Event 2015 brought together Year 9 students, business leaders and 
careers advisers on 11 March 2015 at Heywood Distribution Park where young people were 
given the opportunity to experience everything from a crime scene to a vehicle repair 
garage and a catering kitchen.  The event provided all students with an opportunity to 
explore job and training options within the local area as well as raise aspirations and 
awareness of the specialist industries across the Borough.  Township funds contributed 
towards the publicity of the event attended that was promoted extensive through social 
media, the press and direct contact with the schools. 

The main aim of the skills event was to help equip young people with knowledge of the 
opportunities available to them in the local area and give them a flavour of how these 
industries and careers work to help shape their futures, it can be said from evaluations 
received from participants this was achieved successfully. 

Sample of Evaluations Results 

 100% of staff felt the event was ‘Excellent’ or ‘Good’

 91% of staff felt their students came away from the event with more knowledge of the
local job opportunities available to them.

 64% of staff felt all local sectors of work were in attendance, whilst staff suggested areas
in which young people may be interested in moving forward

 79% of young people felt the activities offered on the day by the exhibitors were
‘Excellent’ or ‘Good’

 77% of young people believe they are now more aware of the job opportunities available
to them locally

 A majority of young people felt the event was fantastic and have suggested further
improvements they feel will make the Rochdale Skills Event even better moving forward



Comments about the event 

“I think that the event has helped me decide what job role I 
want to do in the future because I was able to try out a few 
different types of activities and whichever one I enjoyed the 
most I will take into consideration in doing that activity as a 
job” 

“I was introduced to many other job opportunities which I 
haven’t considered before” 

“I didn’t have a good idea of the careers I can go into the 
skills, so the event helped me understand about different 
careers” 

“It was quite eye opening but I don’t feel that I had enough 
time to search for all the different jobs, it would be better if it 
lasted longer”  

“More information on salary, typical; working days and so 
on” 

“It was the best trip I have been on to teach me about jobs 
and apprenticeships I could apply for when I finish school” 



“We believe the website will be of real 

benefit for local people, visitors and 

businesses in the town and will serve to 

strengthen the community as a whole” 

Sandra Trickett 

The Aspen Tree 

Recipient: Sandra Trickett 

Project: Official Heywood Town Website 

Fund: Town Centre Fund 

Awarded: £3,890 

A new official website for Heywood that provides a straightforward and convenient place to 
go for all local information is planned to go live in May 2016.  The venture is funded for the 
initial three years by Heywood Township.  Designed and managed by the newly established 
Heywood-based business The Aspen Tree, the website aims to provide information useful 
to visitors to the town and to residents living in the town and offer a platform to promote the 
high number of voluntary groups and charities, to co-ordinate and publicise events, 
showcase amenities on offer within the town and promote local businesses. 

The on-going maintenance and future development of the website will include enrolling 
local advertisers.  A percentage of the advertising revenue is planned to be made available 
to local charities.  Heywood town will be promoted as a place of interest to visit, a thriving 
shopping destination and an attractive location to set up a business. 

http://theaspentree.co.uk/

